It was snowing in London…
by Kathe Loeffler
 

I recently had the opportunity to travel to London for a few days to visit friends.  They warned me in advance that the weather was a “bit chilly” – in the 50s.  I confirmed their report, and happily looked forward to enjoying weather that is not that different from Jacksonville’s own.   I blame the fact that it was snowing as the plane landed at Gatwick entirely on my being a thin-blooded Florida girl.  It was in the low 30s for my visit.  Luckily, I had my needles with me.  I just needed the right yarn.

England brings to mind certain images for anglophile Americans.  Big Ben, London Bridge, Buckingham Palace are universally known.  If you’re also picturing lazy sheep on green hillsides under soft blue skies, lambs frolicking in early spring sunshine, pastoral bliss a la Wordsworth – you’re absolutely right.  They have got the sheep!  My question is, just where do they put all that wool?  It has got to go somewhere.  But you would be challenged to find a yarn shop in London.  Where they put all that wool is a true mystery.  I think most of it, like the best patterns, must end up in our country.

I finally found a small yarn department in a large department store, and what I saw was the beginning of the knitting revival we have here in the States.  The place was packed full of knitters, of all ages.  I can only imagine that the small local yarn shop will find its way to the High Street in the next couple of years.

So how did I not freeze to death?  Well, I knit myself a hat.  It was quick, easy, and kept me warm as I ate my lunch on a bench in St. James Park while watching the Queen’s swans.  I used a size 10 16” circular needle, size 10 double pointed needles, and less than 200 yards of worsted weight wool.  Here is the recipe for My London Hat:

Cast on 88 stitches.  Join in the round, being careful not to twist stitches.  Place a marker at the beginning of the round.  Work a knit 1, purl 1 ribbing for 10 rows.  The lace stitch pattern is worked over 4 rows.  The increase is a yarn-over (YO), where you wrap the needle counter-clockwise as if you’re working a stitch without actually going into an existing stitch.  There are 2 decrease stitches.  For the knit 2 together (K2tog), simply knit 2 stitches at the same time.  The SSK is slip 1 stitch as if to knit, slip another stitch as if to knit, then knit them together by putting your left needle through them both to the front.  Lace row 1: *K4, YO, K2tog, YO, K2tog, repeat from * to end of round.  Lace rows 2 and 4: knit.  Lace row 3: *K4, SSK, YO, SSK, YO, repeat from * to end of round.  Repeat lace stitch pattern 6 times.  The hat should measure approximately 6 inches from the cast on edge.  Knit 2 rounds.  First decrease round: *K9, K2tog, repeat from * around.  Knit 1 round.  Second decrease round: *K8, K2tog, repeat from * around.  Knit 1 round.  Third decrease round: *K7, K2tog, repeat from * around.  Knit 1 round.  Continue in this manner until 8 stitches remain.  Break yarn and thread through these stitches.  Pull tight and weave in ends on inside of hat.

No, there isn’t much call for a wool hat in Florida.  But my experience proves that you never know when you’ll need one.  Better to be safe than snowed on!

