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‘What next?’ is a question I hear with increasing frequency.  The more a new knitter learns, the more that knitter wants to knit and the more yarn a knitter collects.  A friend of mine told me that if she could knit furniture it would justify her yarn stash.  Another knitter I know needs no justification.  She just likes to pet the yarn, is if it were a… well, a pet.  It will remain in its present form forever, unable to fulfill its yarn destiny, simply because it is already perfect – or so she claims.  I tend to believe it just hasn’t spoken to her yet.  Some yarns are obvious in what they are meant to become.  Others are a bit more quiet, and demand patience before inspiration hits.  Which leads to the eternal question:  What came first, the pattern or the yarn?
There is no answer to that question, and there is no right or wrong way to plan a project.  You might find yourself in a fiber frenzy over a particular multihued wool, and have no idea what sweater, hat, or bag pattern would suit it – or you – best.  If you pass it by, it might not come again.  We have all been in that shopping situation.  What to do?  You can either purchase first, ask patterns later.  Or pass it by with the conclusion that it wasn’t meant to be without the safety net a pattern clearly provides.  Just remember that inspiration arrives when you least expect it.  So don’t pass up a yarn you love simply because it hasn’t yet been paired with a suitable pattern.  Sometimes the yarn really does come first.
Building a stash of yarn is as much a part of becoming a knitter as the subsequent busting of said stash.  You may not be in the mood for the eyelash and ribbon scarf on size fifteen needles, and want instead to work on something finer and less fuzzy – or finer and equally fuzzy – on size eights.  You could opt instead for quick and portable socks.  Maybe that multihued wool is finally saying it wants to be a felted bag.  Many of these projects live in the basket of a single knitter.  Such variety not only keeps you interested, it also allows your knitting to fit in different areas of your life, from tote bag to pocket and from recliner to football game.  Knitting with different size needles keeps your hands active, but more importantly it keeps them nimble.
Whether your complete yarn stash is two projects you are working on in tandem, or a closet filled with yarn next to a bookshelf full of patterns, it’s the stash busting that is actually more fun.  This is where you can be creative, on the downhill runs.  Acquiring a collection is like training, the knitting up is the party.  There won’t be enough hours in a day for you to get it all done, but winter is right around the corner – hard to imagine in this heat, I know.  So, my dear grasshopper – stop singing and start planning to knit that end table upon which you can place that perfect ball of yarn – and into which you can stash even more.  Answering “what next?” will not be a problem.
